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Boys' toys rule at XMas

PAT CASHMAN AND KATE CASHMAN
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER COLUMNISTS

PAT: Kate, of the more than 20 Christmases you've lived, what was your all-time favorite toy?

KATE: That's easy, Dad. It was a doll called Arbie. 

PAT: Oh yeah. Actually, it was a factory-second Barbie with a missing letter. 

KATE: I wondered why her boyfriend doll was called En. 

PAT: Whatever happened to Arbie?

KATE: I'm not sure -- but I remember she disappeared just a couple of days after my older brother 
Chris got a wood burning kit.

PAT: That might have been a coincidence, you know.

KATE: Right. And the next day, my mysterious flattening of his bicycle tires might have been a
coincidence too.

KATE: I read that the hottest toy THIS year is a remote-controlled gadget called Robosapien.

PAT: Oh, yeah. That's the toy robot that whirls around performing your commands.

KATE: Right. For example: "Robosapien! I command you to whirl around 
it runs up a tree!"

and startle the cat so bad

PAT: In the old days, kids wanted stuff like Lincoln Logs and 

PAT: Such as?

and X-boxes.

and Butt Breath Bob.

Jack-in-the-boxes. Now, it's web-logs

KATE: But the surest sign that the times are changing is the number of gross-out toys on the market. 

KATE: I'm not inventing these names:  Stink Blasters, Toe Jam Jimmy, Burpin' Buddy, Barfin' Ben,

PAT: I think I went to school with those guys. 

KATE: Maybe the worst gross-out doll is B.O. Brian.  The package says: "Squeeze his head and -- Pee-uuu!!!"

PAT: I think a toy like that sends the wrong message to kids.  B.O., after all, doesn't come from the head. 

KATE: Depending on where that head has been, of course.

Pat Cashman can be heard on KJR-FM weekdays from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.
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